
BHH – Bursledon, Hamble and Hound Local Area Committee Thursday 20 
September 2018.

Application Number: A/18/83603
Case Officer: Clare Martin
Received Date: Wednesday 11 July 2018
Site Address: 1-3 ST ANDREWS BUILDINGS, HIGH STREET, HAMBLE-

LE-RICE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO31 4JE
Applicant: Jeanette Symes
Proposal: Display of 1no. non illuminated fascia sign on South 

Elevation

Recommendation: CONSENT

CONDITIONS AND REASONS

1 The development hereby permitted shall be implemented in accordance with 
the following plans numbered: LOC_01, 6237-ACC-ZZ-ZZ-DR-A-1202 rev B 
and details 01.
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

2 This consent is for five years from the date of this decision and is subject to the 
five standard conditions set out in the Regulations.
a) No advertisement to be displayed without the permission of the owner of the 
site (this includes land or buildings where the advertisement is displayed), or 
any other person with an interest in the site entitled to give permission.
b) The siting or display of an advertisement is prohibited if it endangers anyone 
using any highway, railway, waterway, dock, harbour or aerodrome (civil or 
military), or would obscure or hinder the ready interpretation of any traffic sign, 
railway sign or aid to navigation by water or air. It also prohibits the siting or 
display of an advertisement that would hinder the operation of any device used 
for the purpose of security or surveillance (such as closed circuit television 
cameras), or for measuring the speed of any vehicles (speed cameras or other 
speeding measuring devices. ]
c) The advertisement and any land or building used for the purpose of its 
display to be maintained in a reasonably clean and tidy condition so that it does 
not impact the visual amenity of the site.
d) Any structure or hoarding used for the display of advertisements to be 
maintained in a safe condition that does not endanger the public.
e) Following the removal of advertisement the site shall be left in a condition 
that does not endanger the public and in a reasonably clean and tidy condition 
so that it does not impact the site's visual amenity.
Reason: To comply with the advertisement regulations.

1.Note to Applicant: In accordance with paragraph 38 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework (July 2018), Eastleigh Borough Council takes a positive 
approach to the handling of development proposals so as to achieve, whenever 
possible, a positive outcome and to ensure all proposals are dealt with in a 
timely manner



Report:

This application has been referred to Committee as the application has been 
submitted by Eastleigh Borough Council. 

Description of Application 

1. Display of 1no. non illuminated fascia sign on the front of the building (South 
Elevation). The sign is centrally positioned above the windows and will 
measure 6m width by 3.68m height. The sign comprises brushed steel 
lettering displaying the name of the facility The Mercury Library and 
Community Hub. 

Character of the site and locality

2. The sign is for the new community building, which has recently been 
constructed by Eastleigh Borough Council and is due to open shortly. The 
site is next to a small row of commercial premises within a mostly residential 
area. The building is situated just inside the northern edge of Hamble 
Conservation Area. 

Relevant Planning History

3. C/17/80613 – Demolition of existing single storey commercial premises and 
replacement with two-storey mixed use building comprising of ground floor 
community facility and 2No self-contained flats on first floor. The planning 
application was permitted in July 2017.

Representations and Consultation Responses

4. None

Policy Context:  Designation Applicable to Site

 Within Built-up Area Boundary
 Within Hamble Conservation Area

Development Plan Saved Policies and Emerging Local Plan Policies

 Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review 2001-2011 saved Policy: 172.LB

 Submitted Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2011 - 2029, July 2014
The Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2011-2029 was submitted for 
examination in July 2014 but the Inspector concluded that insufficient 
housing was being provided for in the Plan and that it was unsound.  While 
this has not been withdrawn and remains a material consideration, it can 
therefore be considered to have extremely limited weight in the 
determination of this application.



 Emerging Eastleigh Borough Local Plan 2016-2036
The Council is at the pre-Submission publication stage (Regulation 19) of 
the emerging Eastleigh Borough Local Plan for the Period 2016 – 2036. The 
consultation stage closed on the 8th August 2018 with submission to the 
Secretary of State scheduled for Autumn 2018. The adoption of the Local 
Plan is anticipated in Summer 2019.  Given the status of the emerging Plan, 
it is considered that limited weight can be attributed to it.

Supplementary Planning Documents

 Hamble Conservation Area (adopted August 2008)

National Planning Policy Framework

5. The Revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that 
applications for planning permission must be determined in accordance with 
the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 
Para 132 covers advertisements stating “the quality and character of places 
can suffer when advertisements are poorly sited and designed. A separate 
consent process within the planning system controls the display of 
advertisements, which should be operated in a way which is simple, efficient 
and effective. Advertisements should be subject to control only in the 
interests of amenity and public safety, taking account of cumulative 
impacts.”

National Planning Practice Guidance 

6. Where material, this guidance should be afforded weight in the 
consideration of planning applications. 

Assessment of Proposal: Development Plan and / or Legislative 
Background

7. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 states:-
"If regard is to be had to the development plan for the purpose of any 
determination to be made under the planning Acts the determination must 
be made in accordance with the plan unless material considerations 
indicate otherwise."

8. The site also lies within a Conservation Area and Section 71(1) of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Act 1990 states:
“In the exercise, with respect to any buildings or other land in the 
Conservation Area of any powers (under the Planning Acts), special 
attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 
character or appearance of that area”.

9. Saved Policy 169.LB of the Local Plan states that the proliferation of signs 
will be discouraged and signs will be restricted to the ground floor wall 
area. It goes onto state that advertisements in Conservation Areas will 
only be permitted if they meet all the following criteria: 



 Fascias and advertisements should be designed as an integral part of the 
shop front and in keeping with the character of the surrounding area.  Box 
signs will not be permitted and traditional signs and fascia details should 
be retained wherever possible;

 Illuminated signs will not be permitted. Where consent is given in 
exceptional circumstances, the sign should take the form of spot and halo 
lighting or rear illumination cut-out lettering; 

 The Borough Council will only accept 'corporate image' advertising where 
it is not detrimental to the character of the building and surrounding area;  

10.The proposal is for one fascia sign above the ground floor windows on  
the front of the building displaying the facility’s name in brush steel. The 
design of the sign is relatively simple and will fit in with the appearance of 
the building. The proposal is for a single sign, which will be in proportion 
to the size of the new library building. This type of fascia sign is 
commonly found on community and commercial buildings and will fit in 
with the signage on the neighbouring commercial buildings (at 1-7 St 
Andrews Buildings).

11.The fascia sign is not illuminated and is not considered to have a material 
impact on the character of the area, the amenity of nearby residential 
properties or on highway safety. 

Conclusion

12.The advert application accords with local and national planning policy and is 
therefore recommended for consent.




